THE   EPIC   OF   CAPTAIN   SCOTT

played havoc among the crews. Yet, some-
how, they struggled on in the face of every
conceivable obstacle and did not turn from
their course unless obliged to by overpowering
necessity.

Then, for nearly thirty years, until the cele-
brated voyage of the Challenger> no ship broke
the silence of the South. At last, in 1872,
the Admiralty despatched Captain Nares,
R.N., with a scientific staff of six men to
c study the depths and the living creatures of
all the oceans in the world/ Although Ant-
arctic exploration was not part of the scope
and intention of the expedition, Nares made
a dash across the Circle and introduced steam-
power to those waters. No land was seen,
but dredgings were made and amongst the
specimens secured were a number of conti-
nental rocks which the ice had undoubtedly
carried there from some unknown, unseen
land beyond them. The importance of this
expedition to Antarctic exploration lay less
in the discoveries it made than in the interest
it aroused among men of science. But it
was another twenty years before much was
done.

At the Sixth International Geographical
Congress, in London in 1895, a resolution was
adopted : c That the Congress records its
opinion that the exploration of the Antarctic
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